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Avengers, assemble!
The Avengers movie is
a box office hit, but our
writers give it mixed
reviews. Page 4
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Catching Z’s

Making sleep a priority
can have long-lasting
physical and mental
benefits. Page 5

Bon voyage

of… practice all that much more
worth it.” Winsett, who surprised
the audience by starting out in the
This past Saturday, May 5th,
audience and yelling the begin16 campus bands ‘rocked out’ to
ning of the Ozzy Osbourne song
support Ryland Hayes, a person
“Crazy Train,” also remarked
whom many students love and
that “performing was exhilaratrecognize on campus, in a battleing… and [he] looks forward to
of-the bands competition called
bringing… raw adrenaline back.”
“Rock Out for Ryland.” The event
Though the band was admittedly
pleased a variety of age groups, as
slightly disappointed with their
families visiting for Mom’s Day
placing, ‘Illuminati’ members
and Rose-Hulman students filagreed that they would continue
tered into the SRC to enjoy five
to play together and hope for the
hours of diverse muevent to continue in
sic as well as pizza,
the future.
popcorn, and drinks.
Another participant
The event, which was
who hopes they conorganized by the resitinue the “Battle of
dents of Percopo 3,
the Bands” in the fuhas raised over $1,600
ture is SFID member
for the Juvenile DiaKris Caraway. SFID,
betes Research Founwho placed third in
dation (JDRF) as the
the competition, is
audience
members
comprised of Carapaid admission to vote
way along with Caleb
on their favorite bands
Eiler, Kendra Moore,
of the event.
Jake Sheets, Pat SutThe event was the
er, and Greg Tourville.
brainchild of sophoCaraway
remarked
more Julie Byrd, who
that “he had a lot of
is herself a diabetic,
fun playing for all the
after she had spent
people… It’d be really
time talking to Ryland
awesome to do this
earlier this year about
kind of thing a couple
his relatively recent
times a year to show
diagnosis of Type 1
off what us engineers
diabetes. She “redo in our free time.”
ally just wanted to do
The long and inanything [she] could
tensive
preparation
to help him, because
for the event couldn’t
Ryland Hayes is [such
have been completed
a] great kid… and it
without the dedicaseems unfair that such
tion of people like
an amazing little guy
Julie, her Resident
got stuck with this dis- Ryland Hayes performed one of his favorite songs during Assistant—junior Naease.” Byrd knew of a the event, benefiting the Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund. dini Hettigei–and her
few bands on campus
Arda Tugay • guest photographer floor. The rest of the
and realized that havRose-Hulman coming a ‘Battle of the Bands’ would For Winningham, the cause was munity naturally got on board
be a great fundraiser as well as a close to home, as his parents and to benefit such a great cause and
great venue for Rose students to sister are also affected by diabe- wonderful kid. Rose-Hulman
show off their diverse talents. The tes, so “he thought he could help clubs, such as the Residence Hall
moniker ‘Rock Out for Ryland’ out the cause.”
Association (RHA) and Student
came about because, according
In second place was “Illumina- Activities Board (SAB) donated
to Byrd, they “wanted [the event] ti,” comprised of primarily Speed funds and Greek organizations,
to be an opportunity to both sup- 2 residents Brad Beauchamp, such as ATO, donated to the
port Ryland and have something Kevin Dorn, Eric Guilford, Jack cause. Al Morrison and Matt Sinwhere he could celebrate being di- Petry and Jacob Winsett. Dorn, clair, both of whom work at the
abetic instead of it being a… nega- upon seeing the flyer, was able SRC, were able to help set-up the
tive thing.”
to recruit various kids from his stage and equipment and get sugAfter five hours of diverse mu- hall to create the complete band. ar-free drinks to serve from Pepsi.
sic, from pop to R&B to country Though he admits it was exhaust- WHMD aided by helping out with
and rock, “The Twins”—com- ing, Dorn reveals that “[know- sound and helped out for the maprised of sophomores Aaron Wil- ing they] were giving back to the jority of the day with set-up and
son and Luke Winningham—won community and [getting involved] sound checks.
the top prize, which was a gift in something bigger than [themcard to Applebee’s and the op- selves]….It made every minute RYLAND continued on page 3
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Departing seniors
impart their words
of wisdom before
graduating. Page 6

Student bands rock out to the tune of $1,600
portunity to open the last Skinnerfest, which is this Saturday.
For “The Twins,” along with performing for a good cause, they
were glad to play the music that
they love and were happy to be
able to present, for the first times,
songs that they wrote in concert.
Wilson remarked that his experience was “awesome” and that he
loved the relaxed atmosphere of
the event as well as the wealth
of “very talented musicians that
came together for a great cause.”

thunderstorms

mostly cloudy

Battling diabetes
Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer

sunday

saturday

Batter up!

Fightin’ Engineers
host the HCAC
baseball tournament
this weekend. Page 7

“One day we’ll be wearing the plaid jackets”
Kurtis Zimmerman
news editor
The infamous plaid jacket: a signal of achievement,
philanthropy, and reverence.
All three are terms that struck the hearts of senior
class president Andrew Jordan and the Senior Committee when looking for a hook for the traditional
senior fundraising campaign. “Seniors for Rose-Hulman,” it’s called, and the class of 2012 aimed to raise
the largest senior class gift in Rose-Hulman history.
Jordan challenged his classmates and peers to raise
$10,000 for a historical class scholarship.
The planning began, and the work of the Senior
Committee was seen across campus very quickly. The
artful shirts with the nebulous “RH” logo—designed
by senior Jason Block—began appearing on the
chests of students in the hallways, catching eyes and
prompting many to find out how they could get one
of their own. Selling the shirts became the primary income source for filling the fund, selling for $20 apiece
to anyone who wanted one.
Donning the “One day we’ll be wearing the plaid
jackets” slogan of the departing seniors, the shirt-selling initiative has gained over 133 students spanning
over all grade levels. Several faculty, staff, and alumni
also grew interested in the effort, and to date, the seniors have successfully raised $4,300. They haven’t
reached their goal, but the seniors haven’t given up.
“We’re still collecting through the end of the year
and still hope to reach our lofty goal,” Jordan said,
adding that each donor will be recognized at commencement for their gracious support of the cause.
Perhaps the biggest proponent of the cause was
late president Matt Branam, who before his untimely
passing had promised to match all student donations
dollar-for-dollar up to $10,000. Though Branam
won’t see the fundraising through to its finish, his
support has inspired the seniors to continue pushing
for greatness.
“Although we can no longer count on that donation, we can - and will - honor his memory and devotion with our scholarship,” Jordan promised, also
issuing a request to the class of 2013 and all underclassmen.
“I would like to challenge the class of 2013 and subsequent senior classes to be just as ambitious, if not
more so. If my class can continue to focus on the goal
and work towards it through these recent hard times,
I know other classes can do just the same. I’m confident that we can create a long-standing tradition of a
large senior class gift together.”

Branam actively supported the senior campaign,
wearing his plaid jacket while fundraising.
Rose-Hulman News
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Learning Center Review Sessions
SPRING 2011-2012

Night

Course

Room

EM121 – Statics & Mechanics of Materials

O157

CHEM225 – Analytical Chemistry

O167

CHEM113 – General Chemistry II

O259

ES205 - Analysis & Design of Engineering Systems

O269

MA211 - Differential Equations I

O157

MA212 - Differential Equations II

O167

Course

Room

PH112 - Physics II

O167

PH113 - Physics III

O169

Wednesday, May 16
6-7pm

7-8pm
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Thursday, May 17
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MA211 - Differential Equations I
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ES204 - Mechanical Systems
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Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Marcus Willerscheidt • editor-in-chief
Kurtis Zimmerman • news
Kevin Weaver • entertainment
Katrina Brandenburg • living
Richard Thai • opinions
Matt Dierksmeier • sports
Sean Gorsky • flipside
Jessica Reames • photo
Emily Asman • copy
Jason Latimer • copy
Andrew Klusman • business
Richard House • adviser
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Thursday, May 17
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ES202 - Fluid & Thermal Systems

8-9pm
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& Design
Systems
We are Rose-Hulman’s independent
student newspaper.
Weof Engineering
/TheRoseThorn
keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an
MA211 - Differential Equations I
accurate
and
dependable
source
for
news and information.
8-9pm
8-9pm

Room O167

O269
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Issues of The Rose Thorn are published on the first through ninth Fridays of each academic quarter.
Weekly meetings occur at 5:15 p.m. on the first through ninth Wednesdays of each academic quarter.
All members of the Rose-Hulman community are welcome to attend.
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Ryland

Continued from page 1
Local
businesses
also
helped out for the cause –
Rollie’s Pizza gave a discount
on the pizza served and Baesler’s also discounted their
cookies. Graphic FX, where
they were able to print their
shirts, also were happy to
give a discount to support
the charity event.
The type of support that
the Rose community gave
was just a small indicator
of the type of people who
attend Rose, according to
Erik and Mel Hayes, both of
whom were incredibly supportive and helpful towards
the event. He remarked,
“it’s hard for Mel and [I] to
express our appreciation…
[We] are blessed to be surrounded by such wonderful
students. Sure, they can all
do math and science, but
outside of the academics,
they are all just great people.
We are so grateful to the entire community for their everyday support, and specifically the involvement with

Rock out for Ryland.”
Byrd, who was eager to
display her appreciation for
everyone who helped or was
involved, remarked “the final event went even better
than [she] could have imagined.” Most importantly,
however, it was clear that the
namesake of the event truly
‘rocked out’. Ryland, along
with his brother Ronan, entertained the audience halfway through with their rendition of one of his favorite
songs, “Tonight, Tonight,”
accompanied by some members from Percopo 3, Nick
Aellen, Dan D’Avello, Arda
Tugay and Hettigei. Ryland
was extremely appreciative
of the overwhelming support
and took to the stage at the
close to thank everyone for
their support towards JDRF.
At the end, Byrd said “it
looked like Ryland was having an awesome time and, to
[her], that was worth more
than any amount of money
[they] could have raised.”

News Briefs
Claire Stark • staff writer

News

Engineers Without Borders
finishes medical clinic project
Jason Latimer
copy editor

30 latrines, some of which have
been in use for over 20 years.
EWB determined that building
15 more would help stop the
spread of fecal-borne diseases,
allowing the community to concentrate on improving their eco-

Rosa next August to construct
the new latrines that have been
designed since the trip in February.
In addition to working on solutions, EWB spends much of
their time back home raising

As part of a partnership with
Batey Relief Alliance, a nongovernmental community development organization in the
Dominican Republic, the
Rose chapter of Engineers
Without Borders traveled to
the Caribbean nation in August to install a septic tank
at BRA’s health clinic in
Batey Cinco, finishing up a
multi-year project renovating and hurricane-proofing
the building. The clinic helps
meet the medical needs of
the surrounding area by
providing x-ray screenings,
treating cholera, and educating Dominicans about HIV.
Following the completion
of the clinic project, EWB
turned their attention to a local community called Batey Rose’s chapter of Engineers Without Borders ended a multi-year
Santa Rosa. Since the trip project in the Dominican Republic by renovating a medical clinic.
John Gardner • engineers without borders
in August, EWB has focused
their efforts on judging the
sanitation needs of the town nomic standing instead of their money for the trips. The group
and preparing for the imple- health. EWB also addressed depends heavily on donations to
mentation of new latrines.
problems with the village’s wa- fund their projects. According
Last February, EWB sent an ter system, fixing bathrooms to their newsletter, they needed
assessment team to explore and in the local school, replacing over $8,000 for their February
evaluate the Batey Santa Rosa’s spigots, and teaching villagers trip and expect to spend almost
lack of latrines. They found that proper maintenance. The group $10,000 for the trip next Authe 300 people living there use plans to return in Batey Santa gust.

Obama voices support for gay marriage
President Obama has picked a side on the gay marriage debate, becoming the first sitting president to support gay marriage. Mitt Romney, the republican main challenger in the upcoming election, has taken a stand against the issue in a speech
in Oklahoma. Obama has been leading toward support of gay
rights since repealing “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” a policy requiring
service members to not talk about sexual preferences as well as
supporting civil unions. Obama’s announcement happened on
ABC after South Carolina became the first state to make gay
marriage illegal in the constitution. Obama went on to state
that this was his personal opinion and would not change the
policy that each state should decide for itself. Recent polls have
shown more support for gay marriage. A poll last month in Gallup showed 50% support and 48% opposition.
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(812)
232-7272
Pizza Needs Your help.

Facebook launches App Center
Facebook has made a move to become more of an all-purpose
platform by announcing plans to make an App Center, placing the websites many apps in one place. The center will have
paid apps for developers to beta test and will feature a rating
list. Apps that are well-liked and popular will have a prominent
display but apps with low user ratings or that fail to meet quality will not be listed. The goal is to boost the number of mobile
Facebook apps installed, a target of Facebook. For apps to be
listed developers will have to make a page describing the app
with images.
Texas school misspells own name
A Texas elementary school will be correcting the spelling error on the side of the school made nine years ago. The school
changed its name at the time to honor its first teacher who
eventually became principal “Sunrise-McMillan” but misspelled it “Sunrise-McMillian”. Oddly enough everything was
misspelled, including on the buildings, signs, logs and even on
Facebook. Most of the school didn’t even know it was wrong
until a relative reached out and told them of the error. The current principal continues to see errors everywhere from email,
visitor passes, and business cards. The school is hoping to turn
the mixup into a teachable moment about finding errors, correcting them and moving on. The school will not say how much
money is being spent but has stated it is working to keep the
cost down.

It’s springtime. So you ask yourself: “Why would I order a
pizza when I could just grill a burger?” But ask yourself this:
why would you settle for just one meat, when you could get
a Papa John’s All The Meats pizza? It literally has all of the
meats. Meat’s not your thing? Get a Spinach Alfredo pizza. It
doesn’t matter what you want; Papa John’s has a pizza for you.

Store Hours

Monday - Wednesday: 9 a.m. - 1 a.m.
Thursday - Saturday: 9.a.m. - 2 a.m.
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 12 a.m.

1234 Wabash
Avenue

Entertainment
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Avengers assemble with guts and glory

Marvel brings “The Avengers” home with solid acting and script writing
Ashton Wagner • staff writer
If you weren’t at a movie
theater at some point last
weekend, then you were obviously in the minority.
Marvel’s “The Avengers”
smashed box office records in
the US, taking in $207.4 million over the opening weekend. While it’s not going to
win any awards for its moving narrative or its artistic
flair, it flawlessly executes all
the facets of a summer blockbuster. Joss Whedon and the
other writers did a great job
of weaving together all the
characters and their various
backstories with minimal
awkwardness.
The writers also did an incredible job with the dialogue.

”

It flawlessly executes
all the facets of a
summer blockbuster.

http://2.bp.blogspot.com
It could have easily ended up
as nothing but cheesy or cliché one-liners, but the script
is tightly written and snappy
repartee abounds. Matching
the clever dialogue are the
easily likeable and memorable characters. All the actors
performed excellently in their
roles. Granted, they’re all very
stereotypical, but once again
it’s a blockbuster. And what
blockbuster would be complete
without the special effects? Ex-

plosions, action, and technology abound. Speaking of special effects, literally every super
hero in the film gets one direct
moment of glory. Whether it
comes from some epic dialogue, fight scene, or character
defining line, it happens to all
of them.
While it’s not the technical
tour-de-force of “Avatar,” the
animation is excellent and the
action scenes are compelling
and creative.

After it was all over, I walked
out of the movie theater highly
satisfied. Not once during this
movie was I bored or wondering how much longer it would
last (2.5 hours). When Disney was filming “The Avengers,” they knew exactly what
they were aiming for, and they
nailed it.

Puny avengers

Unsatisfying and unremarkable

Jesse Sestito • staff writer

So, I went to see “The
Avengers” this weekend and
it was not what I expected. First off, I was not impressed with the villain in
this movie, Loki. His “power,” a scepter that could
fire out laser beams and inexplicably control people,
was less than impressive.
He spends the entire movie
(besides the intro scene) being beaten up and rarely has
the upper hand except when
his “army” does all the dirty
work. Not what I would call
a powerful villain.
Next were the avengers
themselves. The whole beginning and middle is about
them quarrelling and then
they work things out and
band together. What did
they work out though? They
just go on to fight individually against the enemy. The

”

Loki... not
what I
would call
a powerful
villain.

“problem” these heroes
were facing was never even
solved! A very unsatisfying
conclusion.
There were also a few
weird lines in the movie. At
one point, an operator of the
navel “ship” begins to play a
video game. Funny as this
is, the world is pending destruction and you decide to
play a game? Also, there is
a problem within the Hulk
in controlling his anger. It
ends in him saying, “I’m
always angry.” What is the
point of this line?
This movie is loosely tied
together just to lead up into
the final battle sequence,
which is the only thing this
movie has going for it. However, even then, battle sequences in movies such as
“Transformers” and “The
Dark Knight.”
All in all, I was glad I saw
the movie because of all the
hype and whatnot, but happy to see it end. I would not
see it again.
Rating: 1/5 elephants

11 May 2012

Living

The importance
of sleep

Morgan Lopez • staff writer

It’s common knowledge that adequate sleep allows us to be alert,
healthy, and even-tempered during our
waking hours. Yet about 40% of American adults, 70% of college students,
and—one could venture to guess—the
vast majority of Rose-Hulman students get less than the recommended
eight hours of sleep per night. Young
adults in their twenties require even
more sleep than that and are less likely
to get it. Students often nap on campus or even during class and regularly
speak of being exhausted or not having slept more than a couple hours the
previous night; sometimes, they admit
to not having slept at all. Of course, it’s
not that students don’t want to sleep,
they just have so much else to fit into a
24 hour period that sleep is not always
a priority. Homework, clubs, sports,
work, and myriad other obligations
are constantly competing for their time
and attention. Though these activities
are certainly important, are they really more important than our health
and well-being? Sleep deprivation isn’t
just unhealthy or unwise; it can even be
downright dangerous.
Sleep deprivation can occur for
several reasons. The most obvious is
simply not sleeping enough. Less apparent contributing factors are quality
and consistency of sleep. Consistency
means sleeping for a similar amount
of time at roughly the same times day
to day. For example, sleeping for four
hours at night, one between classes,
and one after dinner is not as effective
as six consecutive hours of sleep during normal bedtime hours. Quality of
sleep is more difficult to control. Factors like stress, ambient conditions,
and the presence of caffeine or alcohol in the body can prevent the body
from getting the most out of sleep. So
even though you could be asleep for
eight hours; low-quality sleep could
feel like much less—both to your conscious self and your body. By missing
sleep, keeping an irregular sleeping
pattern, and experiencing diminished
quality sleep, your body can build up a
“sleep debt” that not only needs to be
repaid but accumulates interest. Sleep
debt, or chronic fatigue, causes health
and mental problems that can interfere
with your daily activities—the same
activities you sacrifice sleep for in the
first place!
So, why not make sleep a priority?
The general American attitude towards
sleep seems to be that it is something
we do with the time left over from the
day, after we’ve accomplished everything else we set out to do. To overcome the high rates of chronic fatigue,
this simply needs to change. Sleep is
an important, essential part of the day.
Since sleep loss can affect everything
else we do in a profoundly negative
way, it is considerably more beneficial
to make time for sleep the same way
time is made for meetings, classes, and
social activities. Consider the following
“8 Reasons to Make Sleep a Priority.”
1.) Cardiovascular Health: Sleep disorders caused by stress or inconsistent
sleep habits have been linked to high
blood pressure, elevated stress hormone levels, and heart dysrhythmia.

Some research suggests that a lack of
sleep causes calcium deposits to accumulate in the heart, causing an increased probability for heart attacks.
2.) Diabetes: Those who sleep fewer
than five hours a night are two and a
half times more likely to be diabetic.
Chronic fatigue is also associated with
increased rates of prediabetic conditions.
3.) Fighting Illness: Lack of sleep
slows the body’s immune response and
decreases activity of natural killer cells
which combat diseases. Some research
suggests that an ample amount of sleep
also aids in fighting cancer.
4.) Body Weight: Chronic sleep deprivation not only increases appetite in an
attempt to boost energy levels, but has
been found to cause poor food choices.
Specifically, sleep-deprived individuals
crave and consume more fats, cholesterol, and simple carbohydrates than
average. Sleep debt can also alter the
way the body processes carbohydrates,
tending to store them as fat more than
usual. Obesity shares a strong correlation with chronic fatigue, though it’s
not certain which causes the other.
5.) Mood: Many are aware that they
become more cranky when they haven’t
had enough sleep; furthermore, crankiness due to sleepiness has been formally studied and confirmed. A report
published in 2011 noted that sleep loss
specifically increased irritability, impatience, and even deviant and unethical
behaviour. Inadequate sleep, especially in teenagers and young adults, has
been associated with particularly high
rates of depression, low self-esteem,
and general mental distress.
6.) Safety: An estimate by the National Transportation Safety Board attributes 52% of car accidents and 30%
of traffic fatalities to driver fatigue. If
sleep debt can seriously impair one’s
ability to drive a car, it is concerning
to think what danger air planes, heavy
machinery, and industrial environments controlled by sleep-deprived individuals present.
7.) Beauty: “Beauty sleep” is more
than just a cute euphemism. An article from the British Medical Journal had untrained participants judge
the appearance of volunteers photographed both after 8 hours of sleep,
and 31 hours of wakefulness. Assessments by the volunteers showed that
the sleep-deprived pictures made the
same people appear less attractive and
less healthy than they did after a good
night’s sleep.
8.) Academic and Professional Performance: Sleep helps the brain commit information to memory, sustain
concentration, and perform executive
functions like error correction. This
means that staying up all night to study
for a test may actually do more harm
than good. Inadequate sleep has been
found to impair other executive functions like decision-making, innovating,
planning, and assessing risk. Being
sleepy at work or school makes it more
difficult to learn and interact productively with others. Lack of sleep hinders both long and short term memory
recollection and formation, along with
the ability to process both auditory and
written information.
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Last words
of a senior
Hobey Tam • staff writer
Four years ago, I was deciding whether to go to a
small engineering school out
in the middle of nowhere or
run away to Southern California to become a tattoo
artist. Four years ago, if you
told me that I could change
the way society views medicine, I would have told you to
never buy from your current
drug dealer again. In four
years, I was taken through
a journey that took me to
places I never knew existed,
to things I would never experience, and to meet people
I never thought would cross
my path. And at the end of
this four year journey of
blood and sweat, I feel I am
prepared to travel, experience, and meet even more.
Whatever your trade, your
art – Rose has kneaded you
into a malleable clay ready
to be molded into a change
maker that society so desperately needs. I thought I
An engineer with a pair of matching socks.
would never say this, but I
Hobey Tam
think I will quickly start to
miss Rose. I won’t miss the
will exert its full weight until we walk
homework sets, long labs, or constant across the stage but I think we have
bludgeoning of my work. What I will all learned the hard way of not saying
miss are the people: my professors that good bye and thank you when we had
have been mentors to me and friends the chance. Thus, I bid you farewell
that I would drop everything in a heart- Rose. And, thank you all for helping
beat to help. And, above all, I will miss me to find my way in life. Class of 2012
the halls of this living, breathing insti- – The world isn’t ready and neither
tution that I have called home for four are we. But we’re still going to make it
years. I don’t think what we have truly happen. And I will be damned if it isn’t
accomplished and all its implications fun.

Expensive ramen
a.k.a. spaghetti

Jesse Sestito • staff writer
Alright. So, you are tired of ramen and want something with a little bit more
pizazz. Well, I’m going to tell you how to make some awesome spaghetti. Now,
the noodles themselves are easy enough. Buy some noodles, cook them in boiling
water, and you have the noodle part. The real important part of spaghetti is the
sauce. So, below is a little family recipe for the spaghetti sauce.
• 2 tsp. garlic powder
• ½ white onion
• 28 oz. can of tomato sauce
• 8 oz. can of tomato puree
• 4 tsp. dried basil
• 2 tsp. dried oregano
• 1 tbsp. sugar
• salt & pepper to taste
What you are going to do is in a large sauce pan, put in a little olive oil and heat
over medium heat. Cook the onions and garlic (or only the garlic if using cloves).
Pour in the tomato sauce and puree, and then add the spices. Simmer this on low
heat for about an hour and add cooked sausages or meatballs (This is optional).
Allow the mixture to continue to simmer for about 2 to 3 hours. This should be
long enough, but cooking it for longer will never hurt. I usually will cook mine for
about 6 hours, so it’s all your preference. Enjoy!
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The other side of the desk
Dr. Thom interviews Dr. Thom

Thom Adams • faculty writer
Dr. Thom: What’s the story
behind being called Dr. Thom
instead of Dr. Adams?
Dr. Thom: When I was finishing up my Ph.D. and it became
clear that my career path would
follow the teaching route, I remembered the old Veterinary’s
Hospital sketches on the Muppet Show and thought to myself, “Wouldn’t it be funny if
I went by ‘Dr. Thom’ just like
Rowlf the Dog’s character was
‘Dr. Bob?’” And so it boils down
to Dr. Thom being funnier. As
I reflected on it, though, I realized that “Dr. Thom” also nicely balances the acknowledgment of my advanced degree
with the informality of using
my first name.
Dr. Thom: Why do you spell
your name “Thom” and not
“Tom?”
Dr. Thom: Well, Thom is just
short for Thomas. I think that
if you are going to drop letters
from a given name to form a
nickname, it makes more sense
just to chop some off at the beginning or the end rather than
picking them off at random.
Like Dick from Richard, for
example. How does that work?
Replace “R” with “D” and then
get rid of “a-r-d” and replace
with a “k”? There’s no “k” in
Richard at all! By the same logic, Thomas could be shortened
to Shoz, although that could be
cool too, Dr. Shoz…
Dr. Thom: Dr. Thom, what
makes a good teacher?
Dr. Thom: All the best teachers have one major thing in
common, the ability to inspire.
Indeed, when challenged to
think of the teacher that has
had the most profound impact

on their lives, people invariably
pick the teacher that inspired
them the most. That’s because
an inspired student is a selfmotivated student. The best
teachers serve as catalysts.
Dr. Thom: Are you suggesting that educators therefore
not worry about using various
pedagogical techniques—active learning activities as opposed to traditional lectures,
for example?
Dr. Thom: Not at all! A
wealth of research exists on the
effectiveness of using certain
educational techniques over
others. I personally do my best
to learn about as many of them
as I can and to use them whenever possible, as I would hope
any conscientious educator
would do.
Rather, I am saying that such
techniques are not sufficient.
In the end, teaching is a service
profession involving humans
interacting with one another.
The human relationship aspect
takes precedence, whether we
are cognizant of that fact or
not. A master teacher can turn
a traditional lecture into the
most engaging thing you have
ever experienced, while the
coolest of active learning activities will flop in the hands of less
practiced teachers.
Dr. Thom: Is it true that you
made up a unit?
Dr. Thom: It is true. It’s
a unit of thermal resistance
called a “thermal ohm,” which
is equal to a °C/W. I gave it the
symbol ॐ.
Dr. Thom: That doesn’t look
like Greek.
Dr. Thom: That’s because it’s
Sanskrit. It’s the equivalent of
the letters “o” and “m” in ligature form.
Dr. Thom: What is a ligature?
Dr. Thom: A ligature is the
smashing up of two letters, like
a and e into æ, or o and e into
œ. The most common ligature
in English is the ampersand, &,
originally the smashing up of
e and t, which spells “et,” the
Latin word for “and.” Besides
the ampersand, you don’t see
ligatures in English much anymore, except for the occasional
letter following f in certain

typesets, which is often almost
imperceptible. Can you even
see the difference between “ﬁ”
and “fi”?
Dr. Thom: I can’t see anything. This is an interview.
Dr. Thom: Oh yeah.
Dr. Thom: So why the thermal ohm? And why Sanskrit?
Dr. Thom: It seemed to me
high time, given the importance of thermal resistance,
to give it its own unit. Imagine how cumbersome it would
be always to refer to electrical
resistance in units of volts per
amp instead of ohms, yet that
is current practice in thermal
engineering.
As for Sanskrit, I also
thought it high time to question the tyranny of modified
Latin and Greek alphabets in
engineering. The two alphabets combined provide only 50
letters from which to choose
notational symbols. In my recent textbook on MEMS, a
highly multidisciplinary field,
I used them all, and most of
them represented more than
one physical quantity. Just “D”
by itself stood for eleven different things. That wouldn’t
have to happen if we started
incorporating other alphabets
and writing systems into engineering. I think it is also a nice
little call to diversity. A few
other people have made some
headway in this regard, as in
the mathematics of infinity in
which the Hebrew letter aleph
( )אis used to represent the next
level of infinity beyond ∞.
Dr. Thom: But how many
people know anything about
the mathematics of infinity?
Dr. Thom: About the same
number as who know about
the thermal ohm.
Dr. Thom: People think
you’re awesome, but I bet you
put your pants on one leg at a
time just like everyone else.
Dr. Thom: Actually that’s
not always true. Sometimes
when I’m getting dressed I sit
on the edge of my bed and roll
onto my back as I simultaneously lift both legs into my
pants. It’s really quite satisfying—roll back, roll forward,
pants on!

Issue 26
American Society & the World:
An outside point of view

You would think there’d be intelligent life somewhere.
http://leonardodavinci.stanford.edu
Viktor Goben • staff writer
From the point of view of
a collective of beings which
can comprehend the intricacies of interstellar travel and
the meetings of other “civilizations,” humanity would
indeed represent an interest
puzzle if nothing else.
Humans (as they call themselves), having no natural
predators in the current environment, thrive in a wide
assortment of environments,
from the most wild of the
darkest reaches of the planet
to the most “civilized” of the
high glass towers, the perches
of which are typically regarded
for those of greatest authority.
Authority in human society is not a matter of breeding, collective power, or any
particularly special traits, but
comes in a variety of forms
such as betrayal, abuse of other members of a segment of
the population, several types
of inflammatory speech patterns, tenure, and, though
rarer, demonstration of the
ability to lead segments of the
population.
Most puzzling about human
society is that quite often it revolves around the acquisition
of tree based materials which
have been selectively dyed

into certain patterns. In certain sections of the planet, instead of this tree-based material, metal discs and pieces of
organic polymers, all of which
seem to have some manner
of value as they possess some
ability within the culture to obtain services and resources.
The distribution of these resources is far from equal and
in a number of areas, selected
resources are systematically
destroyed to obtain alternative
resources, seemingly in willful
ignorance of the general and
specific implications beyond
the acquisition of resources of
some higher value.
Additionally, disputes between those in authority over
the division of these resources
often leads to armed conflict
of numerous representatives
of both parties of the dispute,
typically excluding those in
authority being directly involved.
Overall, it should be concluded that this population of
humans is not sufficiently advanced enough in comprehension and general intelligence
with regards to their own environment that such a barbaric
population would not readily accept first contact without precipitating a significant
divergence from the existing
human societies’ trends.

Dear Old Rose, the sweetest flower that grows...

Andrew Klusman • business manager
I make one last entry to the Opinions
page for some reflections and advice, take
it as you will!
Rose-Hulman is not easy. That much is
obvious, I think, to anyone who has spent
more than one week here. You know what
makes it easier, though? The community.
I was told at the start of my Rose-Hulman career that this place isn’t made of
magical bricks (i.e. you have to actually
do the work and apply yourself—things
just don’t happen to you), and that is very
true.
College won’t just happen. It’s less
about the buildings and the facilities (al-

though, they are part of it — some of my
best times on campus were spent in the
Apartments East 3 and BSB 1) and more
about the people. From the housekeepers
in the residence halls to the technicians
and staff members who make sure the
labs and classrooms all have what they
need, there is a lot of work done behind
the scenes to make sure your physics lab
is prepped or your senior design poster is
printed off and ready to go. And then, you
have the professors and faculty. Somehow, they are willing to put up with a lot
(they have my undying gratitude) and are
willing to help you acquire and utilize the
tools necessary to succeed here at Rose.
From the professors who only invest
themselves in the lectures to the profes-

sors who become good friends with the
students, to the administrators who want
to make sure you succeed and look out for
you, to the advisors who put a lot of time
and effort into making sure you have your
classes/schedule/plan are working right,
I am glad I chose a school like Rose with
such an undergraduate student focus.
You don’t get this kind of attention at a
larger school.
A little advice now. Alumni, give back to
your school. Yes, student loans are a lot,
and they are a pain in the butt, but your
tuition only covers about half of the cost
of your education, meaning you didn’t
actually “pay your fair share.” You don’t
need to give Rose a few grand each year,
but even $50 from every alumnus would

help the Rose budget (and $50 is a new
console game, a full tank of gas, and a few
other everyday things).
Give back to the place that has given
you so much.
Also, keep in touch with your professors and undergraduate friends (and
your alumni friends!). I’m pretty sure that
your professors are interested in what
the alumni do after Rose (and I’d bet that
they’re always glad for more senior design
projects!).
Thanks, Rose-Hulman. It’s been a good
few years. I’ll be sure to see you at Homecoming.
Here’s to your colors rose and white,
here’s to the ones who’ve kept them
bright!

11 May 2012
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"Pride and Class"

Hard work leads baseball team to regular season HCAC title
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor
"This year's team, like in
years past, has a tremendous work ethic."
Head baseball coach Jeff
Jenkins said it was composure, a competitive attitude,
and a willingness to work
hard that led the Fightin'
Engineers to their first regular season conference title
since 1996.
The storied Rose-Hulman baseball program has
seen five NCAA Division III
Tournament appearances—
three in the past four years,
in fact—and two recent conference tournament titles in
2009 and 2010, but you have
to reach back to the mid-90s
to find the last time RoseHulman ended the regular
season atop the conference
standings.
"Even though we have not
won an outright league title
since '96, we have been the
East Division champs four
times in the SCAC and we
have won the HCAC tourney
two times, so in spite of no
conference championships
the team has enjoyed some
success," Jenkins stated,
adding that if there were
ever a year to get discouraged, this would have been
it.
The team lost their leading
hitter, senior Derek Dauen-

baugh, just prior to the start
of the season; he returned
in the April 24 game against
Anderson to provide the
game-winning hit in a key
HCAC matchup.
Several other injuries have
plagued the team, including
being without one of their

In Indianapolis this past
weekend for the HCAC Men’s
Tennis Tournament, the
Rose-Hulman team looked
to take their first postseason
title after winning the regular season championship a
year prior.
In the opening round, the
No. 4 seeded Fightin’ Engineers faced the No. 5 seeded
Ravens of Anderson University. With early victories in
all three doubles matches,
Rose-Hulman never looked
back. Winning for RoseHulman were juniors Ben
Paras and Devon Fritz at the
No. 1 doubles position, the
duo of junior Ian Stevenson
and senior Stephan Lemmer
at No. 2, and senior Randy
Billingsley and sophomore
Nathan Moore at the No. 3
position.
Triumphs by Lemmer and
freshman Ray Montgom-

to determine the conference tournament champion.
Franklin, Anderson, and
No. 4-seeded Manchester
College will be travelling to
Terre Haute on Thursday,
with the first game set to begin at 3 p.m.
The tournament, as usual,

The four tournament contenders will battle it out at Rose-Hulman’s Art Nehf Field.
Rose-Hulman Athletics
leading hitters due to a recent concussion and losing
their best freshman pitcher
to an injury during the season.
Despite the setbacks, the
Engineers battled in a conference tug-of-war with now
No. 3-seeded Anderson University for the top spot in
the HCAC standings. This

Men’s tennis
falls to top
seed

Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor

past weekend, Rose-Hulman
claimed two out of three
games against Earlham College, and Franklin College
swept Anderson in a threegame series to shuffle up the
standings, leaving the Engineers in the No. 1 spot.
Rose-Hulman finished the

ery at the No. 5 and No. 6
singles positions then propelled the Engineers into a
semifinals spot against top
seeded Earlham College for
the second straight year.
Earlham College though
would prove to be too much
for Rose-Hulman, taking
the victory and the spot in
the HCAC final. Earlham
would later go on to win the
title against Transylvania
University. The Engineers
finish the season with a 10-7
overall record.
After the conclusion of the
season, the HCAC named
its annual honorees. Four
Rose-Hulman players were
recognized by the league.
Juniors Ben Paras and Devon Fritz were bestowed with
first-team
all-conference
honors. Senior Ian Stevenson and sophomore Nathan
Moore were awarded honorable mention all-conference
accolades.

regular season 27 - 12 overall with an 18 - 6 record in
HCAC play. Franklin finished just one half-game behind in conference matchups with a 30 - 9 record
overall and an 18 - 7 HCAC
record.
Now the team will prepare for a tough weekend
featuring three days of play

will be double-elimination
style, requiring two losses
for a team to be knocked
out of contention. Games
will continue on Friday at
noon with matchups as determined by the first round
of play.
This year's top four is one
of the most competitive in
several years, with just over

one full game separating
the records of the No. 1 and
No. 3 seeds. And each of the
four teams knows their way
around a conference tournament. Rose-Hulman, Anderson, Franklin, and Manchester have been the top
four teams in the HCAC for
the past three years. Despite
that pressure, Coach Jenkins contends that this team
is ready for the challenge.
"We have started out behind in the majority of our
games this year and so we
have learned to not panic.
Our seniors... have done a
tremendous job of leading
this group."
Like most teams, the
Fightin' Engineers play by
a motto which has led them
through the less-than-ideal
season.
"We have tried to preach
“Pride and Class” in our
baseball program over the
years and our guys have
adhered to that better than
any team in the conference,"
Jenkins said, maintaining
that this group of guys was
prepared for the battle.
"The team has been very
competitive
this
year...
Many different players have
stepped up. We have battled
through fog, rain, cold and
extreme heat so I think we're
prepared for just about anything."

Jamie
Weinle
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
With a .375 batting average for the week, senior
Jamie Weinle helped propel
the Engineer baseball team
to a pair of key wins over
conference opponent Earlham College. In the three
games against Earlham,
Weinle batted one out of the
park and added a two-run
double. Weinle finished the
regular season as the home
run leader for Rose-Hulman, tallying 7 over the span
of the team’s 39 games. He
also leads the team in runs
batted in with 30. Weinle
goes into the HCAC Tournament with a .403 on-base
percentage.
For his outstanding performance last week, civil
engineer
Jamie
Weinle
has been named Athlete of
the Week. He was able to
take the time to answer a
few questions for The Rose

Thorn.
Rose Thorn: How long
have you been playing baseball and what first sparked
your interest?
JW: I’ve been playing ever
since I can remember, probably 4 or 5 years old. Watching Ken Griffey Jr. play is
what got me interested in
baseball.
RT: What aspects of baseball do you enjoy most?
JW: The camaraderie.
Baseball is a game unlike
any other. You spend the
majority of your time during
a game not actually playing
the game, so it’s important
to have good team chemistry
and guys you can have fun
with. I just like laughing and
having fun with the guys,
and enjoying all the little
quirky things in baseball.
RT: What has been your
favorite moment as a member of the Rose-Hulman
baseball team?

JW: Our trips to Florida
during quarter break. It’s
always fun to start the season down there with warm
weather and sunshine, and
it’s a great time for our team
to get to know each other
better.
RT: What does it mean
for Rose-Hulman to win the
HCAC regular season title?
JW: It’s really important,
especially for me. I think
I’m hitting about .500 at
home and .100 on the road.
It means a lot to have the
opportunity to host the conference tournament, and it
gives the students a chance
to be able to come down
to Art Nehf and enjoy the
games. It’s also the first time
we have ever won the HCAC
regular season title, so that’s
kind of cool.
RT: What are your expectations going into the HCAC
Tournament?
JW: To win it.
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W

acky prof
quotes

“If you’re dating an
Italian supermodel, you
might as well learn the
language.”
— Dr. Wollowski.
We could make a deal.
I’ll learn Italian if she
learns my favorite language, C#. It only seems
fair...

Married

“...I don’t want to see
that in the Thorn.”
-Dr. Mr. Rogge.
By not including the
original quote, we’ve
abided by your request. By alluding to
its existence, however,
I still feel we’ve come
out on top.

to the
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“What’s the refractive index of vodka? I
can’t believe you guys
don’t know that!”
–Dr. Thom. For
those who never took
the time to look it up,
it’s 1.363.

Sea

“We used to have
several pairs of forceps
laying around, but they
have such a high vapor
pressure...They
keep
evaporating.”
–Dr. Brandt. Mhmm,
yeah, just like how $5
occasionally
evaporates from my wallet.

Rose
professors
say crazy things.
E-mail them to the
Flipside at thornflipside@rose-hulman.edu

News Hammocks
Matt Sterbate • but not too often
Russian Students Putin Americans in their place
Final exams are on the horizon in both American and Russian
Universities. Recent polls have shown that American students began studying several weeks ago for their final examinations. Such
studious behavior is likely the result of last year’s record low average scores, which many students’ parents were quite embarrassed
about. Oafy McDumm was quoted saying, “Yeah my parents were
pretty upset about my final grades last year, so I guess I have to try
a little harder this time.” Parents in the United States are expecteing an unparalleled average score on this year’s exams.
MEANWHILE, IN RUSSIA…

http://marriedtothesea.com

ANNOUNCING
Winner of the
Whack Prof Quote
raffle contest

Congratulations: Lauren Gutgesell!

Russian
students
scored an average grade of 114%
on their final exams
last year, causing an
investigation
into
grade fraud. When
questioned about the
s u s p i ciously high grade average, Grand Proctor
Pladimer Vutin stated,
“In Soviet Russia, exams
pass you!” With incontrovertible evidence such as
this, investigators had no
option but to close the investigation with no charges being
pressed. Officials are expecting
grades to be exactly the same as last year, because, according to
Vutin, “All students are study very hard for exams.”

This space for rent

Stephen Mayhew • expert comic writer and unofficial NPR spokesman
I may not be a senior, but I sure do have senioritis! It is exactly for this reason that you may not find anything on this page funny. I assure you, however, that this page is entirely filled with jokes. Except for the raffle announcment, that’s legitimate, she really won that contest. If
you have any quotes, comments, or suggestions for issues in The Future! please email them to thorn-flipside@rose-hulman.edu. To summarize in a few concise words, senioritis, (some) bad jokes, raffle winner, legitimate content, and email address. Have a great summer!

